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Paris Match Photo

OPERATGR—Candid j)icture of Marcel Leroy, a secret

" operative in the French SEDCE,

who was ousted after

he acknowledged he had not fold his superiors every-
thing he kunew about the Ben Barka case.

Judge Suspehdc&;’

Truth Suppression

By Waverley Root | -
Whashington Post Forelgn Scrvico
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candal really stonped av oo
bille’s  level, already rather
high,

One of the papers is the re-
Enected Le Monde, which dlS
hloscd today that its long-timej
leoal writer, who signs his arti-
bles “Casamayor,” is an impor-i
fant French moagistrate who!
has heen suspendéd as coun-i

selor to the Taris Appeals
' of an article on

in Le Monde Feb. 9.

Publisher Hubert Beuve-
Mcery, in a signed front-pqde
asked sarcastically:

. . that the representatives
¢ order are protected .. .. and
administrative punish-
hents, when there are any,
re slow to come?”

The Feb. 9 article criticized

uashed the inquiry into the
eath. of Georges Tigon, a'

e fgure in (e case and sup-
osodly committed suicide,

The probable reason for
[asamayor’s suspension may
ave been this paragraph: “In
n affair of this importance,

uash a case is the Minister of
ustice. e judged that he had
E take this action. He certain-
had good reasons—he or

Beuve-Mery did not disclose

fnown to bhe Scrge IFuster.
Foster’s duties are defined by
o Ministry of Justice, so it is
surprising that Justice
fiister Jean Fowver felt that

‘fais o
“pate
ustoer

hsarvatien by a subordi-
¢alied Jor a reaction.

Two reputable newspapers,
bne of which publighed the
udge’s criticisms, impiied to-
lay that the authorities are

These developments  came

Barka case escalated again lo-
lay.

A high
has been
(ace

French magistrate
~uspended and may
impeachment for eriti-

bizing the judicial investigation:

" e, MorhBRT O SK 0, B8l

iors what he knew about the!l

idnaping, which seems to|

ave been almost everything.
ther

eemed convinced. that the

ive days after top seeret agent,
arcel Leroy, alias Finville,
aid he had not told his supe-!

s feared to have been mur- u)mton
Jpered.
Two Papers Charge

rying to suppress the ulutmmcnt_
‘hbout the affair.

|

ﬂnd must now be followed by

wass presumably  ap-
with the assent of
resident  de Gaulle;  the |
reich constitution makes the
resident responsible for nam- |
i magistrates of this rank.

he speed with which the court|

|Barka

fessors will decide whether to
reinstate I"uster, to revoke his
appointment, or to warn or
(censure him.

Revocations of high ma"xs-
[trates are extremely rare—
Ithe last instance occutred un-
|der the wartime Vlchy govern-’
.mcnt and warning or censure
rare even rarer. *There have
ibeen none in this century.

i entered the fray today was

‘the anti-Gaullist Combat,
which caters to intellectuals.
It took examining magistrate

“Louis Zollinger to task for not

‘prying more deeply into the
‘obscure activities of the Scrv-.
ice of ' External Documenta-
tion and Counterespionage
(SEDCE), the French equiva-
lent of the CIA. Finville was
an SEDCE agent.

The combat story -was
headed, “Judge Zollinger
Should Empty the Sw1mmmg
iPool” “Swimming pool” is
slanfr for
ters at the Tourclles Barracks

{here. The reference presum-

ably reflected Zollinger's fail
ure thus far to question Dan-

iel Pouget, an SEDCE arent .
who asserted that Finville—

contir ary to his own statement
—had in fact kept his chiefs

informed about the Ben Bar-‘
ka plot before the kidnap-:

ing. Pouget has offered to tes-
tlfy on this point.

Combat was also sarcastlc
about the fact that Gen. Paul
Jacquicr, removed as head of '
the SEDCE pecause of the Ben*
affair, and Morvan,;
Finville's immediate chief, are
both sick, while Finville has!
asked to be hospitalized for
heart treatment.

“We have' to remark that’

the scarch for truth is handi-
capped by the fragile health.
of witnesses or by their mor-
bid tendency to self- destruc-
tion,” Combat said.

Juster holds a life appoint-
Ilis suspension there-
bre had to be decided by the
upevior Judieiary Council

trial organized by that body.
even of the country’s highest
hagisirates and two law pro-
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- Parls Match Phato
PROBER~—Magistrate Louis Zollinger, Figon was found dead. Zollinger was as- -
second from left, is questioned by news- signed to investigate the Ben Barka case,
- men as he leaves the house where George and Figon was a central figure in the probe.
‘l/ \\' - - iy g ™ T O
N CPYRGHT -

(_ FEB 13 1366

AN

Paris Match Photo
VANISHED—Anti-raonarchist )

Moroecan leader DMehdi
Ben Barka, who was kidnaped inn Paris on OGct. 29 and

is beilieved to have been m e K
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